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ties on a large scale makes a sudden change in the High
Command difficult if not impossible.
In London, meanwhile. Foreign Secretary Halifax has re-
ceived both the Belgian Ambassador and the Dutch Minister
before 6:30 A.M. They inform him that their countries have
been invaded and are resisting, and transmit appeals for
Allied assistance. The British War Cabinet meets at 8 A.M.,
and again at 11:30. At the latter meeting the service chiefs
report that arrangements to assist the two invaded countries
are, in the words of the Times diplomatic correspondent, "in
train." At noon the Dutch Foreign Minister, Mr. van Kief-
fens, and the Colonial Minister, Mr. Welter, arrive in England
by air and are received at the Foreign Office in the afternoon.
Later the full Cabinet meets. Shortly before 6 P.M., Prime
Minister Chamberlain has an audience with the King and
tenders his resignation. Five minutes after he leaves, the King
receives Winston Churchill and asks him to form a Cabinet
to include the Opposition. Mr. Chamberlain broadcasts at
9 P.M. explaining the reasons for his resignation.
News of the German invasion is flashed to the Netherland
East Indies, where the Dutch authorities seize 19 German
ships and intern their crews, as also all Germans of military
age.
In Washington, President Roosevelt promptly instructs
Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau to "freeze" all moneys
and credits of Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg.
Later in the day, addressing the Pan-American Scientific Con-
gress, the President declares that the American people "are